Tech-Savvy Conference
2018

ADVOCACY

THE KEY TO ADVANCEMENT

Jane Gov, MLIS
Youth Services Librarian
Pasadena Public Library
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why Advocate?

“Unless someone like you cares
a whole awful lot, Nothing is
going to get better. It's not.”

- Dr. Seuss, The Lorax
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Advocacy Activism

From Latin agere, “to do.”

From Latin vocare, "to call.”

* Marketing
* Advocacy

e Activism

Informing

Speaking on behalf of

underrepresented

e C(Calling for others to
find solutions

e  Writing, Talking, and
Researching about

e Protesting (hunger
strike, public
assembly, etc.)

e Proposing solutions

e Researching solutions

e Funding efforts to
remedy issues

* Lobbying

issues isi
+ Making cool graphics e
Supporting !

organizations that
actively fight issues

t

e Sending letters to congress-people

e Making and disseminating petitions
Graphic by Natalie Milman, 2013, Al Rights Reserved.



STEPS TO EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY

Identify
Get others your
involved audience

Create a
persuasive
message

Make it
memorable




IDENTIFY YOUR AUDIENCE

* What is your goal?

* Who are the stakeholders?

* Whose mind do you want to change?
* Who do you want to rally behind you?
* What/who is the opposition?

* What is important to the people you're talking to?



CREATE A PERSUASIVE MESSAGE

e Keep it simple

* Adapt your message to your audience

e Avoid jargon

* Don’t just address your needs; address the wider needs of the community
* Don’t just talk about fun; focus on the outcomes

* Focus on benefits as well as needs

e Craft your message on the priorities and within an appropriate time

* Do your research
* Keep in mind who publishes and when
* Use statistics judiciously



MAKE IT MEMORABLE

* Include personal stories
* [mages
* Highlight the most compelling statistics

* If available, show examples from others (whether good or bad) to
make your case.



Only one in five youth
with a mental illness will
recelve the mental health
services they need.
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GET OTHERS INVOLVED

* Partnerships

* Create a coalition

* Build a network

* Adding others to your message (diversify the voice)
e Educating others

* Attending meetings

* Listening to others



CHOOSE A FORMAT

* Speech e Social media

* Graphics * Blogs
* Infographics * Social networking sites
* Pictures * YouTube
* Posters * Letters

e Media * Email blasts

 Podcasts
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GETTING

-GIRLS INT®
CODING

Less than 1% of
high school girls
express interest in
majoring in
computer science.
Today only .4% of
female college
freshmen plan to
major in computer
science.

Allfacts on this

OO

" Computer sciencejobs re someof the sc.emm

Salaries (In thousands)
CS graduates [l average college graduate

Only Ibout 10% of high
schools offer computer  Coding is not relevant
science wumsand in28 o exciting for young

fastes growing andhighest paying. girls; there are not
ly for students right e reputatlon nput:r doeslt
S e ng ‘merdy.” You :;f’u.m:?::.“:dmm enough women in
ﬁmlnwmpuurmmmmry rI s m:s ititiarot science for
level positions; $15K more girls don‘twant that. o8 valued no  them to look u to or

than average college graduates.

one will be interested. be mento

v/
WHAT CAN WE bo .. .—.

to teach computer science
and coding and its value

!
Remind girls that computer
aren'tjust nerds

-
e
- and 'he benef‘ts of becoming who code; anyone candoit,

Provide mentorship
opportunities for girls

interested in computer ,
science.
=

Bring awanenss totherising

one. and can change the world
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Advocates For Youth @ @ AdvocatesTweets - 12h v
Today! Make sure you're tuned into ocur #NYHAADChat where we'll discuss youth

advocacy, activism and the #NYHAAD Bill of Rights.

Thin Y sas rowt sl yourh alles womenp o
P00 T AR 2pA0emeC Jecimre 1Pas BiE of Baghrs

WP 1900 s 2 naant 1o e st atorn and 164
i -

TWITTER CHAT

TODAY e 1PM-2PM
#NYHAAD

Infographic source: https://womenandtechnologyproject.com/category/girls-education-and-technology/




PRACTICE

* Test your message on friends/family/classmates
* Practice in front of mirror

e Record yourself

* Revise and repeat



EXAMPLES



TRY IT

|dentify
your
audience

Some example topics—

* STEAM careers

* Healthy environments

 Bullying and safe schools ' Freste &

 Community safety WL T persuasive
. memorable

* Community support MESSage

* Access to transportation

* Life skills & career opportunities for youth

* More access to opportunities for youth

Get others
involved
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Questions?

Jane Gov

Email: jgov@cityofpasadena.net
Phone: (626) 744-4246

Pasadena Public Library

PASADENA http://www.pasadenapubliclibrary.net

PUBLIC
LIBRARY



mailto:jgov@cityofpasadena.net
http://www.pasadenapubliclibrary.net/

Youth Leadership Network

Presents:
STUDENTS

12-18
years old

Two Day Youth Leadership Conference
@Pasadena Central Library
285 E. Walnut St. Pasadena, 91101
Wright Auditorium
July 26th and 27th 9:30 am-4:00 pm
workshops e resource faire connections

Registration open March 1-July 13

https://levelup2.eventbrite.com
Lunch and Snacks provided both days



Resources

* YALSA Advocacy Toolkit 2017
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/2017%20A
dvocacy%20Toolkit.pdf



